
Roman Science Collaboration
Statement of Purpose

The goal of the Roman Science Collaboration (RSC) is to amplify the science returns
from the Roman mission and the benefits of Roman science investigations to the
astronomical community, by sparking collaborations and drawing on the creative
insights and talents of researchers with complementary interests and expertise.
The RSC is inspired by the examples of highly successful astronomical collaborations such as
the SDSS, Fermi-LAT, and DESI. Each of these projects has fostered collaboration among
scientists at different institutions across multiple continents, forging connections that might never
have arisen without them. The RSC seeks to bring similar benefits and opportunities to the
international community of astronomers working with Roman Space Telescope data. In contrast
to many observatories and surveys, Roman’s data (or, more precisely, the data products from
Roman’s Science Operations Center) are immediately public and unrestricted. Building on this
spirit of open science, membership in the RSC is broadly accessible and entirely voluntary. No
one is required to be a member of the RSC to do science with Roman data, and members may
choose to pursue some of their investigations within the RSC and others outside of it.

The RSC provides a framework and tools to support collaborative teams that may range from a
handful of members to dozens or hundreds, depending on the scope of the investigations and
the preferences of the team members. Key elements of the RSC are:

● Communication tools. Initially, these include a collaboration wiki, archived e-mail lists, a
Slack workspace, and an index of projects and publications, accessible to all members
of the collaboration.

● Science groups that support communication and collaboration across broad science
areas, with Science Focus Groups on more specific topics.

● Projects expected to lead to one or more science publications or to produce tools to
enable science investigations. Projects are announced to the collaboration through the
project index. Project teams may control their own membership, and multiple projects
with overlapping science goals are permitted.

● A Publication Policy that governs publications produced within the RSC.
● A Code of Conduct stating standards of respectful behavior expected of collaboration

members.
● Other collaboration governance documents. These are expected to evolve as the

collaboration grows and gains experience doing science with Roman.
● A Collaboration Board, led by two Co-Spokespersons, which manages the operations of

the collaboration, as described in the governance and structure document.

While a large collaboration spanning all aspects of astronomy from the solar system to the
distant universe necessarily has complexities, the RSC will seek to keep its procedures as
lightweight as feasible, and useful to its members. The RSC will work with and provide input to
the Roman Project, but the two are distinct, and the RSC is self-governing. Where the Roman
Project focuses on successful mission operations and delivery of high-quality data to the
community, the RSC focuses on science analysis with Roman data.
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